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Beloved, believe not every ' Spirit, but try the Spirits; 
whether they are of God : becauſe many Fall Prophets. 
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« 4; Tis Fe. derable that Reformation is the uſual Viſard. 
wherewith Men of unſatiable Avarice or Ambition 
diſguiſe their baſe wrworthy Intentions, that the Uplineſs 
thereof may not appear to vulgar Eyes Seldom hath 
any Sacrilegious or Seditious Attempt appeared abroad 
in the World, and been countenanced either by the Great 
Ones or the Many, which hath not been uſhered in by 


La 
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Outrages committed by KETT and his ſeditious Rabble 
&« in the Reign of EDwarD vi: inſomuch that a great 
& Oat wheat they appointed their uſucl Meetings, and 
«< wwrercon (by the juſt Judgement of God) himſelf the 
&« Ringleader of that Rebellion was afterwards hanged, 
& was by them called the Oak of Reformation. By 
« what was done in thoſe Days (#1 enough indeed, yet 
«« modeſtly in Compariſon of what hath been done in ours) 
<« we may have a near Gueſs what their Meaning is, that 
are ſo eagerly ſet upon @ Thorow-Retormation (as 
« they call it) in the Charch, in the Commonwealth, in the 
fa Univerſities, even to get into their own Hands and Di/- 

& poſal all the Places and Offices of Power or Profit in 
- them AlN.” — Biſhop Sanderſon on Epiſcopacy, 


cc 


Let not the Reier too haſtily imagine that this Obſer- 
vation of the pious Prelate is inapplicable to the Subje#? 
now before him , or be induc'd to judge that the Spirit and 
T endency of METHoDISM #s the leſs dangerous, becauſe he 


ſees it yet in its State of Infant Weakneſs : but rather let 


him conſider from. whence it took its Birth, and he will ſee 
Cauſe enough to conclude that out of the Serpent's Root 
ſhall come forth a Cockatrice, and his Fruit ſhall be a 
fiery flying aca Rs XIV. 2 9. 


this Piece-of Hypocriſy, Uncer this Pretence of Retor- 
Jo mation were maſked a'l the Bloodſhed, Miſchiefs, and 


© 


_ Spirit of thoſe pretended Reformers, the MtTtamopisTs,/ 


(1) 


APPENDIX to the SERMON. / 
Prerended Inſpiration of the Methodiſts, 7 
« FT pitieth mee in thy Behalfe, good Chriſtian ; 
Reader (whom I here addreſs in the Words of { 
= the truly learned and pious Biſhop JeweLL) A 
"7 It pitieth mee to ſee thy Conſcience thus aſ- $ 
& faulted this daie with ſo contrarie Doctrines of Reli- [ 
« gion: and ſpecially if thou have a zele to folowe, and. # 
« ſeeſte not, what: and wouldeſte faine' pleaſe God, 7 
« and knoweſte not, howe: nor findeſt thee ſelfe ſuf- q 
« ficiently armed with Goddes holy Sprite : or hable F 
« either to diſcerne thy Meate from poiſon, or to un- I 
« winde thee ſelfe out of the Snares ; For Satan tranſ- F 
« formeth himſelf into an Angel of Light : The Wicked E 
« js more watcheful, and vehemente, then'the Godly : > 
« and Falſched is oftentimes painted,” and bewtified, I 
<« and ſhineth more glerious then the Truthe.”” i 

With a' deep and ſerious Senſe of theſe Things : 
under a full Conviction of the dangerous and evil- | 


who had crept in among the People committed to my - 
Cure and Charge ; and bearing in mind that ſolemn 
Engagement which, at my Reception into the Office - 
Miniſterial, I enter'd into before God- and the Biſhop, : 
* To be ready with all faithful Diligence to baniſh q 
* and drive away all erroneous and ſtrange Doctrines y 
** Contrary to God's Word,” I thought it a very be- 

A coming 
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(2) 
coming Part of that Office and my Duty to expoſe the 
Vanity and. Preſumption of this over-bearing Se in 
their boaſted Claim to a particular and immediate In- 
ſpiration, which appear'd to me to be the Foundation 
_ of all their affected and unſcriptural Singularities. 
What was thus intended only in Diſcharge ot my Pa- 
rochial Duty I was deſir'd, and eafily prevail'd upon, 
to make more public, with a View, and in the Hope of 
eiving ſome Check to the Progreſs of theſe Deceivers: 
tho' I cou'd not but expect to be thereupon expos'd to 
all that Fire which ariſes from the Fervor of Fanati- 
ciim, the Ebullition of Enthuſiaſm, and'the Leaven of 
Hypocriſy fermenting together. Accordingly, no 
ſooner was the Sermon publiſh'd, than © the Heart of 
«© CorNELIvs CAYLEY was hot within him ; while he 
«© was muling, the Fire kindled; then he ſpake with 
**. his Tongue. For Zion's Sake (ſaid he) will I not 
* hold my Peace, and for Jeruſalem's Sake I will not 
<«« reſt, untill I have witneſſed againſt this Scoffer, this 
5. Perider of the Myſteries of MtTHoDisM, 


-I think not the. worſe of Mr. Cayley's Zeal for the 
bleſſed Cauſe, (as they vainly affect to call it) becauſe 
he was at that Time ſolliciting Subſcriptions for © An 
« Account of God's remarkable Dealings with him, 
&c :” and therefore it particularly concern'd him to 
vindicate the Set, and himſelf, from the Charge 
brought againſt them in the Sermon : But this might 
be a Reaſon for retarding any Animadverſions upon his 
Letter, that might have, or ſeem to have, an ill Influ- 
ence upon the Subſcription ; tho* from this Delay our 
glorious Soul-Brother OSBoRNE was induc'd to propheſy 
that I ſhou'd never write againſt the poor MeTHoDisTs 
again : and: indeed were. the Methodiſts as poor 77 
Spirit, as they are in Reaſon and Argument, Oſborne 
might know that I had not wrote againſt them at firſt ; 
and Mr, Cayley may be aſſur'd that I had forborn any 

| Ee Remarks. 
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mighty Cauſe of Dread truly ; as if Religion and Rea- 


IS) 


| Remarks, in this public Manner at leaſt, _ his 


Letter. 


This polite Performance is prefaced with the Jaſt 
Words and dying Speech of one Haliburton, which in- 
deed is curious enough ; ** Q Sirs (ſays this eminent 
« Scotch Divine) 1 dread mightily, that a Tational 
« Sort of Religion 1s coming in among us. A 


fon, like Majeſty and Love, were inconſiſtent Things! 
but He explains himſelf, © I mean by it, a Religion. 
« that conſiſts in a bare Attendance on outward Du- 
<« ties, without the Power of Godlineſs.” =——that is, 
by a rational Sort of Religion he means a Religion 
that is in no Sort rational.— ** And thence (continues 
<< he) People ſhall fall into a Way of ſerving God, 
« which is mere Deiſm, &c.” Had he ſaid mere Sn- | 
perſtition, or mere Hypocriſy, he had ſpoke Senſe ; but 
the Reader will eaſily ſee that the learned Profeſſor of 
St. Andrew's ſpoke in a Figure, even that common 
Figure of Speech call'd Nonſenſe. ©* Theſe Words 
« ſays Mr, Cayley) declare the very Sentiments of my 
«© own Heart: And as ſuch, they may ſerve to ſhew 
« my true Motives for the following Publication.” 
Why he ſheu'd make himſelf anſwerable for another 
Mar” s Nonſenſe, when he has fo much Ware of his 
own of that Stamp to vend, wou'd not readily have 
been conceiv'd, had he not told us his true Motives . 
One of theſe is, that (tho' Reaſon and Religion are in- 
ſeparable ; tho*' the Wiſdom of God can preſcribe no 
other than a rational Religion to his rational Creatures; 
and tho? the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing Glory of the 
Goſpel conſiſts in its being a' reaſonable Service; yet) 
the Methodiſt muſt extinguiſh this heaven- born Ray, 
darken the Underſtanding, and throw around the 
Gloom of a ſombrous Enthuſiaſm, before he can ven- 


: cure to oa the {ſpurious VRP the miſchievous 


A 2 Sooterkin 


(4) 
Sooterkin of his fanatical New-Birth : His other tru; 
Motive is modeſtly to inſinuate that the unſound Di- 
vinity of the Sermon leads to Deiſm; as if I muſt 
deny the Revelation of the Goſpel, becauſe I cannot 
believe the pretended Inſpiration of every ſtroling 
Mechanic, tho' dignified with the Title of a METro- 
pisT-TtacutR. This ſhows at once the Head and 
the Heart, the Underſtanding and the Charity of the 
Letter-Writer ; and is no bad Sample of the ſlimzy 
Piece that follows, to the Examination of which we 
now, with all due Reſpe&t, proceed. Burt firſt I muſt 
advertiſe the Reader that, tho' he ſhall always find me 
diſpos'd to conſider every Shadow of an Argument, 
however void of Subſtance and Solidity, and every 
Paſſage of Scripture alledg'd in Proof, however mit- 
underſtood or miſapplied, with all the Attention, Se- 
riouſnefs, and Reverence due to Truth, Religion, and 
their Sacred Repoſitories the Holy Scriptures ; yet if 
Mr. Cayley will urge as Proofs Things too abſurd and 
ridiculous even to admit of a ſerious Reply, it ought 
to be remembered that I made not the Ridicule, but found 
it, I have only to add that, for the Sake of Perſpi- 
cuity and the Eaſe of common Readers, I ſhall firſt 
State the Argument of the Sermon, * and then Mr. 


_ Cayley's Objections to it. 


- I. The Purpoſe of the firſt Part of the Sermon, to p. 
9. is to ſhow that the Deſign of Nicodemus in this 


Viſtt was to fatisfy himſelf whether Jeſus was the 


Chriſt; and that our bleſſed Lord's whole Diſcourſe 
to him tended to convince him of this important 
Truth, tho' he refus'd to make a direct and explicit 
Declaration of his being the Meſſiah, for Reaſons 
there aſſign'd. 


To ALL THis Mr. CAvLEY REPLIES NOT, probably 


not ſgeing the Connexion between this general View of 
the 
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ts) 
the Conference, and the particular Explicatien of the 
Text. | 


Il. Which is carried on to p. 15. that TuzrtroRE 
the Expreſſion, being horn again, or being born from 
ebove, as it ſhou'd rather be tranſlated, (the' frequently 
an? pertinently us'd to expreſs the Works of Goſpel 


Righteouſneſs in Oppoſition to the Works of natural 


Sin) mult in its primary and preciſe Meaning ſignify 
our Redemption from Death, and our Reſtoration, or 
as it were being horn again to eternal Life: And as 


this was to be effected by the Diſpenſation of the Gol- 


pel, THEREFORE the being born of Water muſt ſignify 
our ſolemn Initiation into the Chriſtian Religion by 
Baptiſm : and the being born of the Spirit muſt denote 
that Diſpenſation of Grace, whereby our Underſtand- 


ings are enlighten'd, and our Wills reCified,e thro' 
SanCtification of the Spirit unto Obedience. 


Thus St. Paul, thus St. Peter, thus our pure and 


apoſtolical Church underſtand that ſpiritual Regenera- 
tion, the Neceſſity of which our blefled Saviour here 


aſſerted : but METrmopisM 1s built upon a different, 
Foundation ; therefore Mr. Caytey (arm'd, as he 
thinks, with the Sword of the Spirit) undertakes to 
« reſcue the Power of Godlineſs from the Captivity 
« of the Form, wherein it has long been obſcur'd :” 
Lett. p. 6. But as he ominouſly ſtumbled at firſt ſet- 
ting out, ſo now, his Feet not being ſhod with the 
Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace, no ſooner has he 
enter*d the Lifts but he unfortunately falls, 
Jam Victor ovans Veſtigia preſſo 

Haud tenuit tipubata Solo : ſed pronus in tpſo 

Concidit immundoque Fimo ſacroque Cruore. 
and, which is more unfortunate, falls into the Hands of 
his Adverſary, who nevertheleſs, after a gentle Cor- 
rection, will releaſe him without Ranſom, for {ch 
Selaiers es theſe ao net acſerve to be mage Priſoners, 


E 


=== 2 


(6) 


But hear him. The being born of Water does not 


fignity our ſolemn Initiation into the Chr ſtian Religion n £ 
by Baptiſm, or, in his own elegant Terms, ** the be- BE... 
« ing born of Water cannot in any wiſe relate to s. --0 
« outward Corporal Water, for the following Rea- | * 
« fons.” 
| [4 

I. © Becauſe in all my Reading of the ſacred Bible, 7 

« I never could find ſuch a Doctrine.” —Lett. p. 6. O 
The more Shame for him, ſay I: A Reader of 71 
common Senſe avd common Honeſty wou'd have m 
found ſuch-a Dactrine in the Words of the Text, as * 
well as in ſeveral other Places of the ſacred Bible. ſj 
fl 

2. * Becauſe the being born of Water, and of the re 

« Spirit, is one and the ſame Thing.—Letr. p. 6.— tl 
This may well be, if the Spirit is the Water, as he ſays q 
in the next Page. Acts x, 44 we have an Account of t 
ſome Perſons on whom was poured out the Gift of the " 


Spirit previous to their Baptiſm ; yet Peter anſwered, | _ 
« Can any Man forbid Water, that theſe ſhould not be WS. 


« baptized, which have received the Holy Ghoſt, as | 
« well as we? And he commanded them to be baptiz- | Þ 
« ed in the Name of the Lord.” St. Peter therefore | © 
i thought that Water and the Spirit were two diſtin } c 


Things, and that Baptiſm by Water was a real and a 
neceflary "Thing, tho' Mr. Cayley in all his Reading of | 
the ſacred Bible could never find any ſuch Doctrine. |} 


And St. John, 1 Ep. v. 8. ſays ** there are Tyrzt that | E 
«© bear Witneſs in Earth, the Spirit, and theWater, and 3 
<« the Blood.” Of theſe three the Spirit is one, and the = 
Water is another ; therefore the Spirit is not the Wa- 4 


ter, and therefore the being born of Water and the 
Spirit cannot be one and the ſame Thing. It is plea- 
{ant to hear this Man crack of Mathematical Demor- 
ftration, when he has ſo far argued himſelf out of his 
Senſes as nat to know ſo much of comman Arithme- | 
tic as that ONE AND ONE MAKE TWO, | 


(7) 


3. ©© Becauſe Ezechie] xxxvi. 25. The Lord by the 
« Prophet makes a gracious Promiſe of the Spirit in 
66 thets Words, © then will I ſprinkle clean Water 
« upon you, and ye ſhall be clean: From all your 
« Jdols I will cleanſe you.” Now theſe Words, under 
« the Similitude of clean Water, do very beautifully 
6 point to the Spirit, the Holy Ghoſt, &c.”+-Letr. p. 
7. In the two following Verſes a Promiſe of the 
Spirit 1s particularly expreſs'd, therefore it is not made 
in theſe Words : Neither do theſe Words, ** under the 
« Similitude of clean Water, point to the Spirit, the 
« Holy Ghoſt,” but they are an Alluſion to the 
ſprinkling of the Water of Purifying under the Levi- 
tical Law : The Whole is a Promiſe thar God wou'd 
reſtore the Houſe of Iſrael to the Land of their Fa- 
theirs; that He wou'd cleanſe them from their Ini- 
quities, and their Idolatries; and give them a new 
Heart and a new Spirit, that they ſhou'd walk in his 
Statutes, and keep his Judgments, that they might be 
his People, and ME ahs be their God. From hence 
the Conſequential Mr. Cayley very logically argues 
that Chriſt ſpake only of the Water of the Spirit to 
Nicodemus : where, beſides the inexplicable Nonſence 
of the Expreſſion, He, that can diſcover the Connexion, 
muſt be a Cunning Man indeed, and at leaſt have the 
Gift of Second Sight. ; 


As little to the Purpoſe are the Paſſages in the ſame 
Paragraph quoted out of St. John's Goſpel, in which 
the Effuſion and Operations of the Spirit are compar'd 
to the Effuſion and Operations ot Water, in a figurative 
Allufion to the Time and Place of each : This 1s ſo 
plain in the Diſcourſe of our Saviour to the Samaritan 
Woman at the Well, that it requires a very peculiar 
Genius to be capable of miſtaking it : The other Pat- 
lage, Chap. vii. 37. relates to aSoltemnity then preſent; 
© On the laſt Day of the Feaſt, which was a Day of an 

A4 holy 


(8) 
- holy Convocation, it being the Cuſtom of the People 
on that Day to fetch Water from Sitzoam, ſome of 
which they brought for a Drink Offering to God, both 
as a Commemoration of their Fathers being miracu- 
Jouſly reliev'd when they thirſted in the Wilderneſs, 
and alſo an Offering with Prayers for Rain againſt the 
following Seed-Time, Our Saviour, alluding to the 
preſent Rite, ſtood and cried, If any Man thirſt, &c.” 
— See Clarke's Paraphraſe. — The whole Paſſage will 
| beft be underſtood by comparing the three firſt Verſes 
of the 55th Chapter of Iſaiah, with the ſecond and third 
Verſes of the 44th Chapter; and they will be fourld 
to ſignify a Prophecy, or Promiſe of that plentiful! 
Effuſion of the Spirit, which all true Believers ſhou'd 
receive under the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel. Bur to 
infer from hence * that Chriſt ſpake only of the Wa- 
ter of the Spirit to Nicodemus,” 1s juſt as far from the 
Evidence of Mathematical Demonſtration, as it 1s 
from common Yenſe, | 


4. © To aſſert that outward Baptiſm is any Part of 
« the New Birth, is the ſame Thing as to ſay, that the 
« Subſtance is made perfect by its Shadow; Or that 
« the Antitipe is perfected by irs Type, &c.—Letr. p. 
8. An Argument deſerves Attention ; but thisis a per- 


tet Specimen of the moſt incomprehenſible Nonſence: 


And, gentle Reader, if thou doſt not readily under- 

ſtand 1t, do not therefore deſpond, but remember to 

thy Comfort, what the Poet well expreſſeth, | 
< 'That true no Meaning puzzles more than Wit,” 


5. ** Outward Baptiſm can be no Part of the New 

« Birth, becauſe then no Man can be ſaved, that is 
«© not baptized with outward Water. Thus You, 
«© Mr. Potter, damn and ſentence all to Hell that are 
« not ſo baptized: Whereas I, Cornelius Cayley, by 
« making ater the Spirit, (as I before made the wm 
#98 
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. « the Water) can enjoy the Satisfa&tion that Millions 


« of Souls have been made compleat Partakers of the 
« New Birth, that were never outwardly baptized, 


. © &c,” —Lett. p. 8. 9.—This ſerves only to ſhow that 


a bad Head, or a bad Heart, in Defence of a bad 
Cauſe will ſay any Thing, Our Saviour's Command 


| to his Diſciples, ©* Go, and teach all Nations, baptiz- 


« ing them, &c.” was very poſitive: Yet if any Man, to 
whom this Command is made known, refuſes to obey 


It, I judge him not. to his own Maſter he ſtandeth or 


falleth : But the Methodiſt-Teacher, out of Chriſtian 
Charity, diſannuls an expreſs Precept of his Saviour ; 


| and, out of Love to Souls, preſumptuouſly thruſteth 
himſelf into the Tribunal of his God. 


Perrupit Acheronta Herculeus Labor. 
Nil Mortalibus arduum eſt, 


Czlum ipſum petimus Stultitia, 


6. « John the Baptiſt told the People that He bap- 
« tized them with Water, but one ſhould come after 
* who would baptize them with the Holy Ghoſt and 
« with Fire. Now if being born of Water is to be 
« underſtood of material Water, then the being bap- 
<« tized with Fire muft be alſo underſtood of material 
« Fire.” —Lett. p. 10.—The Connex1on requires that 
He ſhou'd have ſaid, If the being born of F/ater is to 
be underſtood of material Water, then the being born 
of Fire, &c, But we will ſuppole that he means ſome- 
thing, and juſt obſerve that tho* this Expreſſion of St. 
John be highly figurative, and muſt be ſo underſtood, 
(for our Saviour baptized not at all) yet Mr. Cayley, 
in his Reading of the ſacred Bible, might have found 
that it was literally fulfill'd when the Holy Ghoſt ap- 
peared as Fire, and ſate upon the Apoſtles. Acts ii. 1, 
&c. | 


- 


o”. « St. Paul declares that ** as many as have been 
© baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt: ? Now 
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« this cannot be meant of the Baptiſm of Water ; 
« few," that have been ſo baptized, having put on 
« Chriſt; Witneſs that Torrent of Iniquity which 
« runs like Water in our Streets.—Lett. p. 11.— 
That many, who by Baptiſm have been received into 
the Congregation of Chriſt's Flock, do not walk wor- 
thily of the Vocation wherewith they are called, is an 
evident and a melancholy Truth ; for the moſt folemn 
Vows may be broken, as wel! as the moſt ſacred Law: 
be violated ; this anſwers Mr. Cayley's Objection for 
it never was St. Paul's, tho* expreſs'd in his Words. 
See the whole Paſſage in Galat. 11i 26, &c. The 
Apoltle is diſſuading trom Circumciſion, and zhts one 
of his Arguments, ** By Faith in Chriſt Jeſus ye are 
all the Children of God; for in this Diſpenſation 
there is no Diſtinion of Jew or Gentile, of Bond or 
Free, oft Male or Female : but as many of you, as 
have been baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt 
Ye are all one Body, making up one Perſon in Chriſt 
Jeſus.” So that the Argument in the Letter ſtands 
thus, (and let the clear-ſight of Mr. Cayley make the 
beſt of it) ** As many, as by Baptiſm have been in- 
corporated into the Church of Chriſt, ought not to be 
circumciſed: THEREFORE Baptiſm by Water does not 
ſignify Baptiſm by Water, but the Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt.” This ſurely is a good logical Deduc- 
tion for one that has an inward Inſpiration in the 
Heart tq underſtand the Scriptures favingly ! _ 


Theſe hopefull Applications of Scripture, which 
Mr. Cayley here makes to prove his Point, put me in 
Mind of the following Story told by MonTaicne on 
a like Occaſion. © A Perſon of Dignity, who wou'd 


« prove to me by Authority the Search of the Philo-_ 


* topher's Stone, wherein he was over Head and Ears 
*« engag'd, alledg'd to me at leaſt five or fix Paſſages 
« in the Bible, upon which he ſaid he firſt foundea 
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K his Attempt, for the Diſcharge of his Conſcience..” 

Apol. of Raim. de Sebonde.—It was upon Obſerva- 

cion of this falſe Gloſſing that the Poet exclaim'd, 
— — In Religion 

What damned Error, but ſome ſober Brow 

Will bleſs it, and approve it with a Texr, 


Hiding the Groſsneſs with fair Ornament ? 
O what a godly Outſide Falſchood hath |! 


© Thus (ſays this egregious Reaſoner) I have given 
« you ſome of my Thoughts concerning the New 
« Birth : Many more Arguments I could bring on this 
« Subject :” for with him, it ſeems, Rea/ons are as 
plenty as Blackberries, and indeed juſt ſuch Fruit as one 
wou'd expect to gather from ſuch Thorns. But theſe 
are the Throes of the New Birth, with which he ſo 


heavily travails; but there is no Strength to bring 


forth ; for as it was a Falſe Conception at firſt, ſo no 
Wonder if it prove a Miſcarriage at laſt. Yet he © ex- 
« horts me (as one that wiſhes me well) to examine 
&« ſeriouſly, whether I am not as yet (notwithitanding 
«<« my outward Baptiſm) a Stranger to any Part of 
<*« that New Birth, or Spiritual Kegeneration, which 
«« purifies the Heart, &c.”—Lett. p. 12. 
h Dit te, Damaſippe, Dezxque 
Verum ob Confilium donent Tonſore. 
But in ſober Truth I have no Inclination to put my 
ſelf under the Guidance of fuch a Myſtagogue : 
Neither have I any Stomach to experience the Pangs 


of this Methodiſtical New Birth, which Brother 


Whitefield deſcribes to be ** as the Torments and 
Agonies of a Woman in Travail;” and Brother 
Weſley ** As the Agonies of Death and the Pains of 
Hell.” Tho* for our Encouragement they certity us 
that, after we are thus born again, all is to be well 
with us, we are to be ſaved in a Trice like the Thief 
2 the Croſs, and ſo into Paradiſe we go as ay » 2 

| fs ickle : 
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Sickle :. but tam ſtrangely tempted to fear that [this 
promis'd Paradiſe will turn out at laſt to be no other 
than that Limbo large and broad, which the Poet de- 
ſcribes, call'd Tut Parapist or Foors. 


The gracious Promiſes of the ever-bleſſed Goſpe! 
are made to all that believe and are baptized into the 
Faith of Chriſt; and under this Faith the gracious 
Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit is vouchſaf'd to all 
that aſk it, to enlighten their Underſtanding, to rectify 
their Wills, and to ſanQtify their Spirits unto Obedi- 
ence. Theſe are the Foundations of a rational, ſober, 
and unaffeted Religion ; of a manly, ſincere, and 
genuine Piety, cheriſhing that Love of God and of 


our bleſſed Redeemer, that Reverence to the Truths of | 
his inſpired Word, that Benevolence. towards our 


Neighbour, and that Sobriety of Manners, which to- 
gether ennoble our Nature here, and will make 1: 
perfect hereafter. The Neceſſity of a Return to this 
ſerious Senſe of Religion, this ſober Piety, this amiable 


Simplicity of Manners, every good Chriſtian is deeply 


convinc'd of, and earneſtly prays for it: but then he 
dares not think of endeavouring to effect it but in that 
Way which the Wiſdom of God allows, and by thoſe 
Methods which the Goſpel of his Son preſcribes. 
Therefore, whenever he ſees any Perſon or Sect, under 
the {anftified Pretence of Reformation, boaſting of 
an immediate Call from God, and a particular Inſpi- 
ration of his Holy Spirit; ranking themielves with 
Prophets, and Apoſtles, and even with Chriſt himlelf'; 


repreſenting the Chriſtian Regeneration under an 


imaginary New Birth to be wrought by real Tortures 
horrible to Nature ; and affeCting to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves by many other inſignificant, or unintelligible, or 
unſcriptural Pecularines ; He 1s ready indeed, tor his 
Duty requires him, to cry out that they are ſetters 
forth not only of ſtrange, bur alſo of unchriſtian Doc- 

tunes s; 
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* efifies; of Dodtrines that degrade Reaſon, depreciate 


Morality, and diſhonour Religion ; of Doctrines that 


\ were begun in Enthuſiaſm, are continued in Hypocrt- 


fy, and will end in DeſtruRtion. 


But to return from this Digreſſion, if indeed it be @ 
Digreſſion. | | 


HI. From this Explanation of the Text, which 
gives a general View of the Office of the Holy Spirit, 
the Sermon proceeds (from p. 15 to p. 18.) to a par- 
ticular Account bf its Operations, as it deſcended 
viſibly upon our Saviour, when he entet'd upon the 
Office of the Meſſiah ; and as viſibly upon the Apoſ- 


 tles, before they began to execute their Commiſſion, 


adding the further Teſtimony of Signs and Wonders 
to be done by their Hands : But that, when their 
Miniſtry was fulfill'd and the Goſpel eſtabliſh'd, theſe 


'' its extraordinary Operatians were withdrawn ; that, 


(as St. Paul had foretold) Prophecies, and Tongues, 
and ſupernatural Knowledge were ceaſed ; and that its 
conſtant Reſidence and ſupreme Illumination reſts in 
the Scriptures of the New Teſtament ; tho' his ordi- 
nary Influence aſſiſts, and will aſſiſt all true Believers 
unto the Enid of the World, 


If this DeduQtion be juſt and true, the very Foun- | 
cations of Methodiſm are overturn'd : Yet the ſaga- 
cious Mr. Cayley has not one QbjeCtion againſt it, nor 
one Word to anſwer in Defence of the glorious Cauſe : 
the Spirit of Jealouſy, and even the Spirit of Contra- - 
diction had torſaken him, and the Spirit of Slumber 
had covered the Seer, 


IV. But (the Sermon proceeds, p- 18.) tho' theſe 
extraordinary and miraculous Operations of the Holy 
Spirit have long ſince been withdrawn, yet the FRE 

10D 


Gonto them ſtill fubliſts in the confident and preſump- ' Po 


tuous Claim of our modern MEtTropisTs, &c. | ett 
Rouz'd at that Word Mr. Cayley ſtarts up, and beſtirs | MW: 
himſelt like a Man ; but, like a Man not well awake, out 
| lays about him without looking where or whom he. tor 
ſtrikes——*<* Who pretends (ſays he) to lay Claim to | ow 
« theſe Sort of Miracles ? — Of what Purpoſe is all F he 
<« this to prove that the Methodiſts pretend to the ral 
« extraordinary Miracles given to ſupport the Church | Cai 
< in its Infancy? — I really expected Sir, by-your Ap 
© manner of ſpeaking to have heard of ſome Inſtan- Ms 
&« ces of their pretending to the viſible working of | Fo 
« Miracles.—Your Mountain in Labour brings forth | ſho 

« a Mouſe. — A Man muſt be a Novice indeed that |_ 
Fi <*< cannot ſee the glaring Sophiſtry wherein you art- | 
hy & fully endeavour to blind your unwary Readers with Me 
j0 <« falſe and untrue Charges againſt the Methodiſts, | 
1 & which you never prove.” —Lett. p. 14. If my | cul 
I Charges were falſe, they muſt be untrue; it they were Þ, #5 
1 | falſe and wntrue, 1 never cou'd prove them ; but U01 
| Reſt reſt perturbed Spirit ! Thou ſhalt have Proof, | Sp] 


Indeed [ little expected ſo ſolemn a Challenge to prove 
what I had oz laid to their Charge : I had plac'd 


Bounds to their Preſumption (which I find they will | tha 
not do for themſelves) and limited my Charge to | ſoe 
their Claim of a particular and immediate Inſpiration : | fior 
Nay, in the Simplicity of my Heart, I had expreſsly ma 
j1 charg'd them with Inconſiſtency in diffociating thele F| anc 
if Siſter Graces, and with the Gift of the Spirit xot claim. | a 
41 ing the Power of working Miracles alſo.—Serm. p. 8 ( 
x 23, 24,———But to this I am content to plead /gnoro- Þ| Sp1 
i mus; and it Mr. Cayley will have Proof that the Me- - if 
thodiſts pretend to the viſible Working of Miracles, | 2g 
ſuch as are long ſince. withdrawn, refer him to the | Ve 
Wo Journals of Meff, Whitefield and Weſley (which at anc 
I that Time I had not ſeen) where he may find the | duc 
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* Power of working Miracles poſitively aſſerted, God 
' ſetting bis Seal to THEIR Miniſtry; and, ſo many kving 
' Witneſſes hath God given, that his Hand is flill firetched 
' out to heal, and that Signs and Wonders are EVEN now 


wrought by his holy Child Feſus. Theſe are Mr. Weſley's 
own Words: and it Mr, Cayley yet requires Inftances, 
he may find enough in the ſaid Journals. The Natu+ 
ral Man, that reads this, may perhaps wonder why Mr. 
Cayley ſhou'd riſque his Credit on ſo unneceſſary an 
Appeal; but theſe Things are /p:ritually diſcern'd ; the 
Man has read that ** the Wiſdom of this World is 
Fooliſhneſs with God,” therefore he thinks that he 
ſhou'd endanger his Salvation zf he ſhow'd himſelf Wiſe. 


Return we then to the Sermon, which charges the 
Methodiſts with Preſumption and Impiety. 
1. In aſſuming to themſelves the Grace of a mira- 


_ culous Converſion. 


2. In claiming a particylar and immediate Inſpira- 


- tion to preach the Word. 


3. In boaſting that their Heart is clean, and their 
Spirit right within them. AER 


1. To the firſt of theſe I ſaid (Serm. þp. 20, 21, 22.) 
that I am ever ready to acknowledge that at what Time 
ſoever the Wicked turneth away from his Tranſgreſ- 


\ ſions and doeth that which is Iawfull and right, he 


may truly and properly be ſaid to be under the Power 
and Influence of the Holy Spirit of God ; nay further, 
that every good Thought, Word, and Work in Man 


1s effeted by the ſame Holy Spirit : But that this 


Spirit ſpeaketh to us in a fi! ſmall Voice; and that we 
diſcern not between his Suggeſtions, and the Work- 


ing of our own rational Nature: And therefore: that 
we cannot credit their Pretenfions to an inſtantaneous 
- and miraculous Converſion, at leaſt till they can pro- 
duce ſome external Evidence of it, 


The 


(16) 
The Impicty of this Doftrine grieves Mr. Cayley's 


righteous Spirit; and, after telling me, © that I deny 


the Spirit's Agency in Man,” tho' I expreſs'd that 
Agency in the plaineſt, the ſtrongeſt, the moſt empha- 


tical Words of Scripture, which nevertheleſs he calls 


low Ideas; after charging me with the © Logic of 
making natural and ſupernatural ſynonimous Terms,” 


which however is a Logic of his own Invention ; after 


accuſing me of ſaying that carnal natural Motions and 
Suggeſtions are not to be diſtinguiſht from ſpiritual 
Motions and Sugvzeſtions,”” tho? I ſpoke expreſsly and 
diſtintly of the Motions of our rationa! Nature ; 
He proceeds to inform me that © the Workingz 


of the Spirit of God are exceedingly different | 


and far above the Workings of Nature.” Their 
Superiority I never queſtion'd, and he will ſhow me 
the Difference preſently : They are ſpiritually difcern'd; 
and if I do not thus diſcern them, I am carnal, unre- 
generate, &c. But he has the Charity to explain them 
to me, thus, ©* The Peace of God paſſeth all Under- 
« ſtanding : Do you diſcern this? No, fay You.” 
Guilty. Why then do you call it a Peace that 
« PASSETH ALL UNDERSTANDING ? I ſuppoſe yout 


<« Reaſon is, becauſe it is ſo written in the Prayer- 


« Book.” —Guilty again: — I do lo read it there be- 
cauſe it is there {o written: I likewiſe ſo read it Philipp. 
iv. 7. becauſe it is likewiſe ſo written there ; for I have 
not yet Mr. Cayley's ſpiritual Gift of reading in Books 
what is not ſo written there : Neither am I concern'd to 
underſtand in what Manner this Peace of God work- 


eth in our Hearts, becauſe an inſpired Apoſtle aſſures 


mie that it paſſeth ALL Underſtanding. Not fo, ſays 
the new-born, regenerate, modeſt Mr. Cayley; St. Paul 
indeed might not underſtand it, but I underſtand it 
ſpiritually and comfortably.—Lett. p. 17, 18.—Tavs 
we are taught to diſcern between the Suggeition's of 
God's Holy Spirit and the Workings of our own af 
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y : tional Nature; and the Reader doubtleſs is much 
ir | ediked. | 
-'|3 ; 

" 2. The ſecond Charge brought againſt the Metho- - 
F | diftsin the Sermon (trom p. 23. to 28.) is, that claim- 
'» ing to be thus enlighten'd and ſanctify'd, they fer up 
*Y for Preachers of the Word ; and profaning the ſacred” 
4 Character of a Prophet by their wretched Mimickries, ' 
al jay claim to a pariuchlar and 1mmediate Infpiration in 
g | thoſe nauſeous Effulions wacrewith they harangue 
EN their infatuated Fr oliowers. 

os 

; ] 

- In Anſwer to this, Mr. Cayley aſſerts (what will not 
"Y be denied) © that no Man ought to take upon himſelf. 
hs « to preach the Goſpel, ualeis he be perſuaded in his 


1. «© Mind. that the Spirit of God hath cailed him to 
5 « the Work ? — Le > Bur tl | car 
tne VV Orig Left. PD. 22, at ten 1 Cannot 


Ce Ff R : My | : 
= allow him that bs //itnejs (he ought to have ſaid bs 
= Perſuofion, he might have faid th1s Preſumption) 1s the 


» | Spirit of God bearing Witneſs within him : So thar 
| looking on this as no Anſwer, I am perſuaded that we 


y | have a Right bere, as before in their Pretenſion to a 
oe” mirazulous Converſion, to demand the Concurrent 
Y Teſtimony of ſome other Gilt of the Spirit: Nay, 
that without ſuch a Tefſtin:ony we have no Right to 
i {| believe their Claim. 

= ' _ As to their invidious Pretence of labouring purely 
I for the Love of Chriſt and the Welfare of Souls, not 
+ for the Sake of filihy Lucre, (which they never torget to 
#4 urge) in general We pexy ThE Fact: This we know, 
+ that they are in no Cale iatitled to. a Reward : For it, 
, as they pretend, ireely they have received, freely they 
Bat ought to give : But it they run before they are ſent, 


”” Ez and {o propnecy a Thing of Nought, and the Deccir 
\ of their Heart; they truit in Vanity, and Vanity ſhall 
2\ their Recompence, 
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The Language in which I expreſs'd my Abhorrence 
of their Preſumption in ſacrilegiouſly intruding into the 
Prophetic. or Apoſtolic Office, gives Mr. Cayley great 
Offence ; but Wo unte Trem by whom the Offence 
cometh : and, till they have completed their Work, 
new modell'd the Goſpel, and with a thorough Refor- 
mation aboliſh'd its ſacred Rites and Inſtitutions, as 
well as its Precepts, ſuch Language only can be judg'd 
proper to their daring Impiety. We read of Jzro- 
BoAaM {whoſe Name the ſacred Hiſtorian has eternally 
branded with this peculiar Mark of Infamy, that he 


made lſrael to Sin) that ©: He returned not from his | 


« evil Way, but made again of the lsweſt of the People 
<« Prieſts of the High Places : And this Thing became 
&«& Sin unto the Houſe of Jeroboam, even to cut it off, 
« and to deſtroy it from of the Face of the Earth.” 
x Kings xii. 33, 34 And when we lee the loweſt of 
the Peopl:, in Contempt of all Authority Human and 
Divine, making them/elves Prieſts; when we ſee a Rab- 
ble of vulgar, ignorant, and idle Mechanics, forſaking 
their Families, negleCting their lawfull Occupations, 
and ſtroling fram Place to Place, under the preſump- 
tuous Pretence of. a Call from Heaven to preach the 


Word, ſhall we not think that his Thing becomes Sin to 


Them ? Or 18 it uncharitable to ſay © they cannot dig, 
« and to beg they are aſhamed ?” therefore they re- 
verſe the Rule, and inſtead of making to themſelves 
Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs that they 
might be received into everlaſting Habitations, they 
make to themſelves Righteouſneſs itſelf a Mammon, 
that they may be received into preſent Habitations : 
And fo, forth they iſſue with the Language of Apol- 
tles, and the Zeal of Martyrs, profaning the ſacred 


Character of a Prophet by their wretched Mimicries. 
Tell them of this Protanation, and ©< You endeavour 


to bring ſome of the moſt ſacred and glorious Truths 
of the Goſpel into Contempt :” Show them that their 
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Zeal is neither temperate nor according to Knowledge, 
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and you hear of nothing bur of © taking up the Croſs, 
of following Chriſt, of confeſling Him before Men, 
&c.” Reprove them for their Preſumption in appro» 
priating to themſelves a Language peculiar to the Son 
of God and his holy Apoſtles, preſently their Hands 
and Eyes arc lifted up, * for ſurely Phraſes uſed by 
the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures are very becoming 
the Mouth of any true Chriſtian.” Once indeed, in 


2 penitential Mood, Mr. Whitefield -dolorouſly be- 


wail'd his © ſpeaking in a Style too Apoſtolical ;? but 
then he canted, and recanted, and canted again z and 
ſo it fares with the whole Bargain of them ; 

Break one Cobweb thro), 
He ſpins the ſlight, ſelt-pleaſing T hread anew : 
Deſtroy his Fib or Sophiſtry, in vain, 

The Creature's at his dirty Work again. 


To prove that theſe Men are not under the Influence 
of any particular and immediate Inſpiration, I enu- 
merated the Cauſes for which theſe extraordinary In- | 
fluences were communicated to the Apoſtles, ſhow'd 
that theſe Cauſes were long ſince ceaſed, and concluded 
that therefore. theſe Influences were long ſince with- 
drawn,—Serm. Þp. 25, 26. To Tris Mr. CavLey 
REPLIES NOT : for ſuch is the Force of Truth, that it 
ſometimes breaks out with an aſtoniſhing and irreſiſt- 
able Splendor, and flaſhes Conviction in the Face of 
Its moſt harden'd Oppoſer. O magna Vis Veritatis, 
quz contra Hominum Ingenia, Calliditatem, Solertiam, 
contraque fitlas omnium Inſidias, facile ſe, per ſe, ipſa 


 detendat ! 


I further added, in the Words of St. Paul, that the 
Scriptures, being given by Inſpiration of God, are able 


to make us wiſe unto Salvation; and therefore all fur - 


ther Inſpiration is unnecefary ; and that the ſuppoſed 
Boe Need 


( 20.) 
Need of it is highly injurious to the WrITTEN Worn: 
Serm. p. 27.i{J)n this Mr. Cayley animadverts that 
« I do expielsly aſſert that zhe Letter of the Scriptures 
is ſufficient to make us wiſe unto Salvation :* Whereas 
I do expreſsly aſſert that this 1s a falſe and untrue Afſ- 
ſertion of his, which he never proves : But theſe are 
the laſt Struggles of dying Enthuſiaſm ; yet, to keep 
in a little longer Lite, he adds that *<* he Scriptures 
abundantly teſtify ot the Neceſlity of being enlighten'd 
immediately by God's Holy Spirit, in order to -under- 
ſtand them properly.” —Lett. p. 25.—Which is reduc- 
ing the Eternal Witdom of God beneath the low 
Standard of Human Legiſlators; among whom Cit- 
cumſtances not to be foreſeen by the moſt extenſive 
Experience, and Caſes not to be comprehended by the 
deepeſt Penetration, will ſometimes, in Prudence and 
of Neceſſity, occaſion an AF to explain an Af. And, 
for his abundant Teſtimony, refers us to St. Luke 
XX1V. 45. that 1s, the Diſciples did nut underſtand the 
Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah, till their Minds 
were enlighten'd to that Purpoſe ; theretore we can no? 


undoritand; without a particular Inſpiration, what _— | 


wrote under a particular Inſpiration on Purpole 
(as St. Luke exprefſeth his Deſign in Writing) * that 
we might know the Certainty of thoſe Things:” and, 
as St. John declares, ** that we might believe that Jeſus 
« is the Chriſt the Son ef God, aud that believing we 
* might have Lite thro? his Name.” 


This Method of arguing, and Application of 
Scripture, whereby any I'ext may be made to prove 
any Jhing, is not much unlike thar of Oſhorne ; who, 
after I had convicted him of two Lies in one Sentence 


utter'd under his pretended In{piration, wou'd neverthe- 


leſs prove to me his particular and immediate Infpira- 
tion, © Becauſe God breathed into Adam's Noftrils 
the Breath of Life.” 

But 


( 2x } 


But in Truth this Suppoſition of the Neceſſity of a 
new Inſpiration to underſtand the Scripture 1s a mere | 
Popiſh Doctrine, contriv'd to ſubject it to the Interpre- 
tation of that Church ; and the pious Jeſuits, in their 
Diſputes with our venerable Proteſtant Reto: mers, 
treated it accordingly, calling it a Liteleſs Matter, a 
Dumb Judge that cannot ſpeak, an Inken Divini:y. a 
Noſe of Wax, and a Thing utterly void of Authority 
in itſelf: With equal Piety, and equai Zcal, Mr. Cayley. 
compares it to the Face of a Sun-Dial, which, without 
the Light of the Sun ſhining upon it, is inſufficient to 
ſhow the Hovr of the Day.—L.ett. p. 26. — Now 
tho* I will by no means undertake to vindicate this 
Compariſon from Blaſphemy, yet the iight which Mr. 
Cayley holds up to this ſpiritual Dial, puts one in mind 
of Mr. B 's, Iriihman, ** who applied his Candle to 
the $un-Dzat, in order to ſee how the Ivight went. 


But let us appeal to Matter of Fa& now before us. 
Mr. Cayley makes a very ttrong Claim to an inward 
Inſpiration in his own teart to underſtand the Scrip- 
tures properly : Now 1n this Letter he has cited about 
fifteen or ſixteen. different Patſages of Scripture to 
prove ſomething or other ; of ail which there 1s not 
one but what is either ſhametully miſunderſtood, or 
more ſhametfully miſapplicd: ſo that, notwithſtanding 
his zzward Illumination, he is outwardly very much in 
the Dark ; and if he will have it that the Light ſhin-. 
eth in that Darkneſs, yer he mult allow that the Dark- 
nels comprehendeth it not. 


3- The third Charge brouzht againſt them is, 

* That under this pretended Influence of the Holy 
** Gholt they boaſt that their Heart is clean, and their 
* Spirit right within them.” —Serm. p. 28.—To ti:is 
Mr. Cayley replies, © Oh Sir, den't you know that 
** true Faith purifies the Heart, and cleanſes the 'Soul 
B 3 MS &« from 
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« from'Sin ? Perſons Sir of this Stamp are riot piſte 
« in their own Eyes: far from it!” —Lett, p. 29. 
This is double Dealing with a Witneſs ; but the Cafe 
is plain, He has a Wolf by the Ears, which he dares 
not let go, and is not able to hold : If he gives up the 
Point, farewell to the boaſted Sanftity of Methodifſm : 


Ji he maintains it, he contradicts the Scriptures, and 
makes God a Liar. FI 


V. Tho? the Controverſy,- which this Man hath 
rais'd, ought to be decided by the Scriptures only, and 


therefore to the Scriptures we have freely brought it; 


yet, as he appeals from thence to the Eſtabliſh'd Doc- 
trine of the Church of England, its Liturgy, Articles, 


Homilies, and Biſhops, I ſhall readily attend him into | 


that Court alſo. Tho? on this Head it might be ſuffi- 
cient to obſerve that whatever Powers, Gifts, and 
Graces may be deriv'd on the Church thro' a regular, 
legal. and apoſtolical Office of divine Inſtitution, theſe 
relate not to any private Perſon or Set, who are neither 
calld. fent, ordain'd, commiſſion'd, or impower'd by 
any Authority Human or Divine; yet for te preſent 
we are content to wave this our juſt Advantage and 
eſſential Difference , and as he has made a particular 
Appeal, he ſhall have as particular an Anfwer. 


What he has ſaid concerning the Orrict or Orp1- 
NATION, I ſhall here lay together in one View, that the 
common Reader may have the clearer Idea of the Ar- 
gument, and ſee at once the Candor and the Honeſty 
of the Man..—eTrz Biszoy aſks, + Do you truſt 
<« that you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to 
« take upon you this Office and Miniſtration, to 
<« ſerve God for the promoting of his Glory, and the 
« edifying of his People.” —Anfwer.—*<< I truſt ſo.”— 
Now this Queſtion explains itſelf to mean that the 
Candidate is requir'd to have in View the Promotion 


of 
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of Religion, to the Glory of God and the Fdification 


© of his People; and we 7ruſt that every rightfull Mo- 
\ tion to thisis of the Holy Ghoſt : But this is far from 
- that confident and enthuſiaſtic Claim which the Me- 
 thodiſts make to their immediate Call, and under Ca- 


lour of which they prepoſteroufly run to preach the 
Word : For. this Call, this inward Motion of the Holy 


. Ghoſt, inveſts. no Man with the Miniſterial Power; 


but it is that Gift of the Spirit, a previous good Diſ- 
poſition, qualifying him to receive that Power from the 
Hands . of thoſe who have Authority to confer it on 


| him: Therefore the Biſhop ſays, © Receive the Holy 
. « Ghoſt for the Office and Work of a Prieſt in the 


« Church of God, now committed unto: thee by the 
« Impoſition of our Hands, &c.” for that hereby is 
meant the Authority of the Prieſthood, and the Power 
of miniſtring in Things holy, is prov'd with ſuch Pre- 
cition and Solidity by the judicious Hooker (Eccl. 
Pol. L. v. Sect. 77.) that the Man muſt: be poſſeſs'd 
with the Spirit-of cavelling, who-can at this. Fime at- 
tempt to revive ſo ſtale an Argument ſo notoriouſly 


_ confuted,——But if our Church expects and requires 


that the Candidate for Holy Orders ſhou'd previouſly 
have receiv'd this high Inſpiration, this wondertull 
Call of the Holy Ghoſt to preach the Goſpel, its Form 
of Admiſſion wou'd be at leaſt Impertinent, ſuch In- 
ſpiration being in itſelf a Fulneſs of Power: The 
Biſhop alſo wou'd be guilty of an Abſurdity, or ſome-- 
thing worſe, in ſaying after ihis, ** Receive the Holy 
* Ghoſt, &c. He wou'd intrude upon the Office of the- 
Holy Ghoſt, when he ſays © Take thou Authority- to: 
*© preach the Word of God, &c.” He wou'd- ſin 
againſt the. Holy Ghoſt, when he limits that Authority 
* to the Congregation where this inſpired Perfun ſhall- 
* be lawfully appointed thereunto.” —This is an Office- 
of that Church, whoſe Authority Mr. Cayley ſeems to 
rank as high as. that of the Scriptures; and it was 

; B 4 compos'd 
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8d by our venerable Proteftant Reformers, 
« whoſe Writings are ſound and evangelical, agreeable 
« to holy Scripture, and the Purity of the Chriſtian 
« Rehgion,” as Mr. Cayley juſtly obſerves of them : 
Ye: he nor only a&ts in Contempt and Defiance of the 
Ordina:ces of this ' Church, but fixes the Imputation 
of Inconſfiſtency, Abfſurdity, and Impiety upon theſe 
its Fathers ; and this, purely to charge me with Preva- 
rication betore God and the Biſhop. 


But not content with this and to be true to the fun- 
damental Principle of Methodiſm, he extends the Ca- 
lumny to the whole Body of the Eſtabliſh'd Clergy : 
for atter he has thus groſsly miſrepreſented our Church 
as requiring of A 1], that come to Her for Admiſſion into 
this Holy Office, that immediate Call and particular 
Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, to which his Sect pre- 
ſumptuouſly pretends, he adds, ** I dare not ſay any 
« Miriſters now in the Land receiv'd the Holy Ghoſt 
« waen Ordain'd.”*—Lett. p. 21.—From this general 
Cenfure one ſingle Inſtance might have been excmpt- 
ed, even that of the reſpectable Mr, Whitefield, who 
bears this Witneſs of himfelt. that,when in his Surplice 
to he ordain'd, he was *<* like Samuel ſtanding before 


« the Lord ina Linnen Ephod;” and after Ordination, 
<«  telt the Holy Ghoſt, as much as Eliſha did when 


« Flyah dropt his Mantle :” + But Mr. Cayley does 
not {eem inclin'd to believe this Witneſs : perhaps Kt 
IS NOT OF WHITEFIELD . for we hear that there be Di- 
viſions among them, to the great Scandal of the 
Brethren; we hear of their mutual Rancours and 
Quarrels, Teacher agaivpſt Teacher, and Leader againſt 


Leader; Whitefield againſt Veſley, and Weſley againſt Þ| 


Whitefield ; Cayley againſt W heatly, and Wheatly 
againſt Cayley; « the Devil handing cloſe by, and 
« blowing the Coals,” as the ſaid Mr. Whitefeld 


pathetically complains :.tho* 1 ſuſpett that he abuſes 
the 
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' the Devil; not that I wou'd queſtion bis ſtanding” cloſe 
| by, but aſſuredly he is too deeply ſkilFd in the Politi- 
cal Intereſt of his ewn Kingdom thus to divide it 
againſt itſelf. 


Neither do I queſtion bis fanding cloſe by Mr. Cayley, 
when he made that untair Quotation from the firſt Ho- 
mily : We ſhall produce the Paſſage at Length, and it 
ſtands thus, <* In reading of God's Word, he not al- 
« ways moſt profitcth that is moſt ready in turning of 
&« the Book, or in ſaying of it without the Book ; but 
« he that is moſt turned into it, that is moſt inſpired 
« with the Holy Ghoſt, molt in his Heart and Life 
« altered and changed into that Thing which he read- 
« eth: He that 1s daily leſs and leſs Proud, leſs 
« Wrathfull, leſs Covetous, and leſs deſirous of world- 


_ « Jy and vain Pleaſures : He that daily (forſaking his 


« gId vicious Life) increaſeth in Virtue more and 
6. more..” Theſe indeed are the genuine Marks 
of the Holy Ghoſt abiding in us; and in this only ſo- 
ber and ſcriptural Senſe do the Collects Homilies, and 
Divines of our Church underſtand and pray for its | 
bleſſe4 Influences. So that all this empty Clamour 
and ſhamefull Prevarication ſerves only to put us in 
mind of the Juglers, Tumblers, Mountebanks, and 
Quackſalvers of Chauny in Picardy, of whom one 
ſays © They are naturally great Praters, and will ban- 
* ter and lie as faſt as a Dog can trot.” 


But ſince Mr. Cayley pays ſo laudable a Deference 
to the ſound and evangelical Writings of the Fathers 
of this Eſtabliſh'd Church, I ſhall with great Pleaſure 
refer this Controverſy to their Writings, '* Writings 
ſo agrecable to holy Writ and the Purity of the Chriſ- 
tan Religion.” Firſt putting him in mind that the 
twenty-third Article of our Church (tor to our Arti- 


| Cles alſo he makes his Appeal) is expreſs'd in theſe 


Words, 
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% gd by 'our venerable Proteftant Reformers, | jo 
q «< whoſe Writings are ſound and evangelical, agreeable | * c> 
F «. to holy Scripture, and the Purity of the Chriſtian | * ag 
"Ki « Rehgion,” as Mr. Cayley juſtly obſerves of them : 

iN Ye: he nor only a&ts in Contempt and Defiance of the | 
* Ordinances of this' Church, but fixes the Imputation wil 
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of its Fathers z and this, purely to charge me with Preva- | #® |: 
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 *. of the Holy Ghoſt abiding in us; and in this only ſo- 
' + ber and ſcriptural Senſe do the Collefts Homilies, and 
\  Divines of our Church underſtand and pray for its 
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the. Devil z not that I wou'd-queſtion bis tanding cloſe 


by, but afſuredly he is too deeply ſkilFd in the Politi- 
cal Intereſt of his ewn Kingdom thus to divide it 
againft itſelf. | 


Neither do I queſtion bis tanding cloſe by Mr. Cayley, 
when he made that untair Quotation from the firſt Ho- 
mily : We ſhall produce the Paſſage at Length, and it 
ſtands thus, << In reading of God's Word, he not- al- 
« ways moſt profitcth that is moſt ready in turning of 
&« the Book, or in ſaying of it without the Book; but 
« he that is moft turned into it, that is moſt inſpired 


 < with the Holy Ghoſt, moſt in his Heart and Life 


« altered and changed into that Thing which he read- 


' « eth: He that is daily leſs and leſs Proud, leſs 


« Wrathfull, leſs Covetous, and leſs deſirous of world- 


 & Jy and vain Pleaſures : He that daily (forſaking his 


« gd vicious Life) increaſeth in Virtue more and 
Theſe indeed are the genuine Marks 


and ſhamefull Prevarication ſerves only to put us in 


mind of the Juglers, Tumblers, Mountebanks, and 
' Quackſalvers of Chauny in Picardy, of whom one 


ſays © They are naturally great Praters, and will ban- 
<* ter and lie as faſt as a Dog can trot.” 


But ſince Mr. Cayley pays ſo laudable a Deference 


| to the ſound and evangelical Writings of the Fathers 
| of this Eſtabliſh'd Church, I ſhall with great Pleaſure 


refer this Controverſy to their Writings, '* Writings 
ſo agrecable to holy Writ and the Purity of the Chriſ- 
ftlan Religion.” Firſt putting him in mind that the 
twenty-third Article of our Church (tor to our Arti- 


| Cles alſo he makes his Appeal) is expreſs'd in theſe 


Words, 
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Words; © It is not lawfull for any Man to take upon 
« him the Office of publick Preaching, or miniſtring 
« the Sacraments in the Congregation, betore he be 
« Jawfully called, and ſent to execute the ſame. And 
« thoſe we ought to judge lawfully called and ſent, 
« which be choſen arid called to this Work by Men, 
<« who have publick Authority given unto them in the 
« Congregation, to call and fend Miniſters into the 
* Lord's Vineyard,” 


The learned Ds. Jen. TayLoR (to whoſe amiable 
Character and pious Works few Perfons of any Deno- 
mination are Strangers) concludes his Diſcourſe of the 


Divine Inſtitution of the Office Miniſterial with theſe 


Words,  ** Whoſoever theretore with unſanctified, that 
& js, with unconſecrated Hands ſhall dare to officiate 
< in the Miniſterial Office, ſeparate by God, by 
« Gifts, by Graces, by publick Order, by an eftabliſh- 
« ed Rite, by the Inſtitution of Jeſus, by the Deſcent 


« of the Holy Ghoſt, by the Word of God, by the Þ 


« Practiſe of the Apoſtles, by the PraCtiſe of ſixteen 
« Apes of the Catholick Church, by the Neceffity of 
« the Thing, by Reaſon, by Analogy to the Diſcourſe 
« of all the wiſe Menithat ever were in the World; that 
« Man like his Predeceſfor Cor an brings an unhallow- 
<« ed Cenſer, which ſhall never ſend up a right Cloud 
© of Incenſe to God; but yet that unpermitted, and 


&« diſallowed Smoak ſhall kindle a Fire,even theWrath 4 


« of God, which ſhall at leaſt deſtroy the Sacrifice: 
« bis Work ſhall be conſumed ; and when upon his Re- 
« pentence himſelf eſcapes, yet it ſhall be ſo as by Fire, 


&« that'is, with Danger, and Loſſe, and Shame, and 


« Trouble. For our God'is a conſuming Fire. 
© REMEMBER CORAH AND ALL H1S COMPANY. 


. Another truly Reverend Prelate (whoſe manly, ra- 
tional, and ſolid Defenſes'of our moſt” Holy Faith are 
Ky | a 
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7 & diſtinguiſhing Ornameat'of the profent Age, and will 
* be the Inſtruftion and Delight of a gratefull Poſterity) 
* on the Evidence of the Operations of the Holy Spirit 
? in us exprefſeth himſelf in theſe emphatical Words, 
« The Confidence of ſome, that they have the Spirit 
2 « of God, tho' they have nothing but theyr own Con- 
+ « fidence to alledge in Proof of it, is a Conceit, un- 
1 « known to the Churches of God : the Golpel is a” 
- « Stranger to it, and it was taught in ſome other School 
2 « than that of Chriſt, The true way of judging, 
«© whether the Spirit of God be in us, is to conſider our - 
 : « own Deeds. Righteouſneſs and Holineſs are the 
 - « gnly certain Marks of Regeneration. Other Diſ- 
 « tinctions, which Mean have invented; are rather 
- « Marks of their ſpiritual Pride, and of their Separa- 
Mt} < tion from the Body of Chriſtians, than of their U- 
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© | © nion with Chriſt the Head.” —Dx. SfeRLOCK, 12 
? \ Diſc. 3 Vol. . 2 


fo 


it B& Thus does our Eſtabliſh'd Church, and thus do its 


© Þ, venerable Fathers judge of all raſh and unwarrantable 
NF © [ntrufions into its ſacred Offices; and of all enthuſiaſ- 
5 © tical, fanatical, and methodiſtical Pretenſions to a 


particular and immediate Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit 
X | of God. And on this Judgment let our SusTiLE 
V- | © Doctor muſe in his Heart, till the Fire kindles again, 
|  andhe again ſpeaks with his Tongue: but then let him 
" F take Care that they are Goop WornDs. Abuſe, Pre- © 
F varication, - and Falſehood, (which he has ſcatter'd 
| throughout his Letter with a liberal and unſparing 
L Hand,) however neceſſary they may be to the Cauſe 
= of MeTHopISM, are neither the Marks of Chriſtian 
Zeal and the Love of Truth, nor the Fruits of Chriſ- 
F tian Faithfullneſs and that Love which is the fullfilling 
* Of the Law, Part of which Law is © Thou ſhalt not 
| bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy Neighbour.” Therefore, 
| 35 he has brought me acquainted with Biſhop J=wer, 
Ic Wo {hill in Concluſion beg Leave to addreſs him in the 
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Woerds of that vicmble Defonder of the Church of 
England, Words as applicable to Bxotner Cavity 
TBr METHODIST mow, as they were to FaTHtr Han- 
DINGE THE JE8vIT then, © Remember howe unjuſte, 
<-:and untrue Reportes you your ſelfe, and your Felowes 
« have witingly, and willingly publiſhed, and blaſed 
&« in Writinge, not ſparinge any-Man, whom it pleaſed 
£ you to touche with Sclaunder. Al theſe, and other 
_©E like Reportes, your Conſcience knoweth, are moſt 
© .untrue. Yet have Ye not doubted, thus to hafſarde 
« your own Credite, and vainely with the ſame to feede 
< the Worlde. Suffer me therefore to an{weare You, 
*« For Shame Man, repente, and revoke that for whiche 
« your own "Conſcience ſtinteth not to barke againſt 
« your ſfelte.” 
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